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ABOUT ME

•Dairy and Cereal Farmer

•Family Farm Partnership

•Agri Aware – Chairman

•Teagasc - Former Authority Member

•Macra na Feirme – Former President

•CEJA – Former President

•Teagasc Agricultural Education



INDUSTRY CHALLENGES 

•Climate Change

•Animal Welfare 

•Sustainability 

#TellOurStory



CLIMATE CHANGE - IRELAND
•Ireland is the only country in Europe where 
agriculture accounts for the largest share of 
GHG emissions ahead of any other sector. 
However, this isn’t because Irish agriculture is 
some enormous emitter of greenhouse gases. 
Instead, it merely reflects the absence of any 
significant heavy industry in this country, 
such as mining, steel, chemical or car 
manufacturing. – IFJ 2019

Source: Irish Farmers Journal



IRELAND 
COMPARED 
TO OTHER EU 
COUNTRIES 



COLLECTIVE 
EUROPEAN UNION 
EMISSIONS 

•It is important to 
note that overall, 
manufacturing, 
electricity/gas/etc., 
transport and 
households produce 
more CO2 than 
Agriculture, forestry 
and fishing. 



CHANGE IN IRISH CATTLE POPULATIONS & OUTPUTS 

Agri-Food exports value has increased by 66% in the same period 

2008 2018 % Change 

Total cattle (head) 6,390,200 6,593,500 +3.18 %

Dairy Cow (head) 995,800 1,369,100 +27.26 %

Beef cows (head) 1,113,700 982,300 -11.79 %

Milk Output (liters) 4,943,300 7,585,100 +53.44 %

Beef Output (tons) 536,000 640,000 +19.4 %

Enteric fermentation (kt CO2 Eq) 10539.1 11543.2 +9.5 %



WHAT 
DO 

COWS 
EAT? 



SUSTAINABILITY
Programmes and Resources for Farmers: 

•Bord Bia Sustainable and Quality Assurance 
Scheme 

•Teagasc Improving Farm Sustainability 
• https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/publications/

2019/WEB-Improving-Farm-Sustainability---A5---
12pp.pdf

•Smart Farming
• Resource efficiency programme run by the Irish 

Farmers Association in partnership with the 
Environmental Protection Agency.

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/publications/2019/WEB-Improving-Farm-Sustainability---A5---12pp.pdf


SMART FARMING 
EXAMPLE
•The Smart Farming programme looks at 8 
areas on the farm and provides ways to 
become more efficient. 

•The Smart Farming programme is also a 
champion of the Global Sustainable 
Development Goals.  



TELL OUR STORY

•Good story to tell 

•High standards 

•Producing top quality food 

•Educated farmers 

•Teagasc



WHAT’S HAPPENING ON OUR FARMS 
On-Farm Environmental Practices 



WHAT’S HAPPENING ON OUR FARMS 
On-Farm Animal Welfare Practices 

Healthy Animal = Happy Animal = Productive Animal 

It’s the right thing to do! 



PRIMARY SCHOOLS
•Dig In! 

• 20 Lesson Plans linked to Irish Primary School 
Curriculum - Learning about Life on the Farm and 
Countryside Resource

•Incredible Edibles 
• Free project that gets primary school teachers and 

their students out of the classroom and growing their 
own Irish herbs, fruits and vegetables. 

• Over 1,300 Schools participated in 2019

•Pasture to Plate
• Recipe challenge aimed at promoting healthy eating 

as well as seasonal cooking as part of a healthy and 
balanced diet



SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

•Farm Walk & Talk
• 3,000+ Agricultural Science Students 
• Real-life experiences on working farms

•Educational Resources
• IASTA, Agri Aware, IFJ
 NEW Agricultural Science Teacher Resource
 Teacher Guide to the Mandatory Investigations

 NEW Monthly Webinar

•Study Guides
• 28 Weeks of Academic Year
• Over 14,000 Agricultural Science Students 



PUBLIC AWARENESS
•Mobile Farm 
• The Mobile Farm is a unique outdoor classroom that is used to 
educate children and adults via a hands-on learning 
experience. It visits a host of regional and national events as 
well as schools from all across Ireland. 

•Family Farm
• .1.2 Million Visitors per year
• Daily Milking Demonstrations
• Yearly events (Open Farm Weekends, etc.) 
• Farmhouse Classroom

•National Open Farm Day 
• 3 Farm Locations
• 10,000 visitors 
• Engaging Farm Zones 



COMMUNICATIONS CAMPAIGNS
Many Hats, One CAP 

•Engage general public and farmer in CAP

•A series of educational and interactive initiatives

•May 2018 – April 2019

•Total estimated reach of the campaign
• >58 Million Impacts 

•CAP exhibits at national agricultural shows 

•Mobile Farm visits to national shows and schools 

•Radio, TV and cinema advertisements 

•Advertorials in national magazines and newspapers

•Summer event series at the Family Farm in Dublin Zoo 



CAP CAMPAIGN REACH 2013-2019

• Reach has increased 436%



THANK YOU
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